America's Education System - Origins and Threats   
The NEA and Its Bedfellow - The UN

(The Roots of Common Core) 
(Adapted from Berit Kjos's Chronologies of the NEA and UN at  http://www.crossroad.to                  (also see End Notes) 
Big Sky Worldview Forum (http://www.bigskyworldview.org/)
Today's educational establishment was birthed over a century ago by John Dewey (the Father of modern education) and his associates.  They learned early the tactics of social transformation: infiltration, propaganda, secret councils, and continual multiplication through networks of influential new organizations. They were determined to destroy the old education system in order to build the collective world of their dreams.  We do not have to speculate, there is an adequate record of their own statements of purpose to define their schemes.  In this overview (and associated references) you can discover their agenda that is well summarized by the following quote.  Reporting to the annual NEA meeting in 1935, Willard Givens (soon-to-be executive secretary) wrote: 

"...many drastic changes must be made.... A dying 'laissez-faire' must be completely destroyed and all of us, including the 'owners', must be subjected to a large degree of social control.... The major function of the school is the social orientation of the individual. It must seek to give him understanding of the transition to a new social order." [2] Samuel Blumenfeld
Like their Soviet counterparts, who also envisioned a "scientifically" engineered human prototype (the "new Soviet man"), these revolutionaries knew well that their biggest obstacle would be Christianity. Trust and loyalty to God must be replaced by loyalty and submission to the greater whole -- the collective global village. This new spiritual synthesis has been adapted to fit the amoral, religious standards outlined by UNESCO's Declaration on the Role of Religion in a Culture of Peace and Declaration of Principles on Tolerance.  Keep in mind, the NEA shares the UN goals since its leaders helped establish the United Nations in 1946.  It celebrated the formation of UNESCO (United Nations Education, Scientific, and Cultural Organization) as "the culmination of a movement for the creation of an international agency of education." What the NEA had begun in secret would now be officially established by this new global management system. The NEA Journal announced the victory:

 "each member nation... has a duty to see to it that nothing in its curriculum... is contrary to UNESCO's aims."[1]  

Looking Back: A Historical Overview

The NEA-UN blueprint for "lifelong learning" calls for a world-wide system of global standards and programs that would conform human resources of every age to its aims. Children would be trained, not just to conform to this system, but to be activists.  Every person would be monitored and assessed for their compliance with the ideals of our global managers.  For many, this is hard to believe.  But, keep reading - the following facts and statements by leaders, educators, and researchers who have led, supported or observed this subversive transformation during the last 100 years may interest you.
"...the 18th century socialists saw Statism as the means to moral progress. The American form of limited government with its elaborate checks and balances had been created on the basis of the Biblical distrust of human nature.  "Man as sinful and depraved, was replaced by Man who was rational, benevolent and innately good." 

1770-1831 "The primary promoter of the "myth of moral progress" -- the evolution of a moral humanity was Georg Friedrich Hegel His dialectical process would liberate humanity from Biblical boundaries and replace our personal God with a humanist form of impersonal pantheism." [2] Sam Blumenfeld, page 14-15. 

1857 The NEA...started out in 1857 as the National Teachers Association founded by forty-three educators in Philadelphia. Now the largest educational association in the world, the National Teachers Association was founded 'to elevate the character and advance the interest`.

1870. The National Teachers Association merged with the National Association of School Superintendents and the American Normal School Association to become known as the NEA. Membership was broadened to include "any person in any way connected with the world of education."[2] Sam Blumenfeld, page 20. The broad range of special interests and social goals within the membership led to the creation of numerous departments within the NEA -- and later to countless organizational spin-offs that shared the NEA philosophy.

1904 John Dewey (an admitted socialist) left the University of Chicago to become head of Teachers College at Columbia University in New York - where his ideas have molded the thinking of leading American "educationists" ever since. When Dewey retired in 1930, two of his colleagues and disciples at Teachers College - Dr. Harold O. Rugg and Dr. George S. Counts - were well prepared to carry forward his drive for 'progressive education’. 
1908 John Dewey's article, "Religion and our Schools" was published in The Hibbert Journal (July). He states, 
"Our schools ... are performing an infinitely significant religious work. They are promoting the social unity out of which in the end genuine religious unity must grow ...  Dogmatic beliefs... we see... disappearing. It is the part of men to... work for the transformation of all practical instrumentalities of education till they are in harmony with these ideas." [1] Cuddy, page 11.

1916 John Dewey is recognized as the leader of the "progressive educators". He emphasized the predominance of the group over the individual. Dewey borrowed from some of the muddled naturalism of Jean Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778) who was the source for Hegel, Marx, and other socialists.  His base thinking is suggested by the following quotes:

"There is always a danger that increased personal independence will decrease the social capacity of an individual.... It often makes an individual so insensitive in his relations to others as to develop an illusion of being really able to stand and act alone--an unnamed form of insanity which is responsible for a large part of the remedial suffering of the world."

1897 My Pedagogic Creed by John Dewey "I believe that the school is primarily a social institution.... Examinations are of use only so far as they test the child/s fitness for social life..." [1] Cuddy, page 9 
Dewey rejected the concept of God and denied the existence of immutable truth in any field. Since, in this view, there is no such entity as absolute truth, no possibility of immutable physical, mathematics, or moral law, the progressive educator sees no use in wasting the students time in studying history, because, of course, what other men have done and thought in the past is not of any particular value, as the circumstances under which they lived were entirely different from those facing the student and citizen today. Likewise, there is no point to the study of mathematics under this philosophy, which denies the existence of basic truths.... He contended that what seems to be truth today may, by altering circumstances, be entirely wrong tomorrow

1925 The International Bureau of Education was founded with a grant from the Rockefeller Foundation. It later became part of UNESCO
1932 Dewey became honorary president of the NEA

1933 John Dewey co-authored the first Humanist Manifesto. It called for a "synthesizing of all religions" and a socialized and cooperative economic order.

1933 Harold Rugg, president of the American Educational Research Association and author of 14 Social Studies textbooks, said in The Great Technology: 
"A new public mind is to be created. How? Only by creating tens of millions of new individual minds and welding them into a new social mind. Old stereotypes must be broken up and new climates of opinion formed in the neighborhoods of America. But that is the task of the building of a science of society for the schools..... Basic problems confront us: ... the development of a new philosophy of life... appropriate to the new social order... Through the schools of the world we shall disseminate a new conception of government-- one that will embrace all of the collective activities of men; one that will postulate the need for scientific control and operation of economic activities in the interest of all people."[1] Cuddy, page 17

1942 The editor of the NEA Journal, J. Elmer Morgan, wrote an editorial titled "The United Peoples of the World." In it he explained:
 "...a world government's need for an educational branch, a world system of money and credit, a world police force, a world bill of rights and duties." 

1946 In his NEA editorial, "The Teacher and World Government," J. Elmer Morgan, wrote, 
"In the struggle to establish an adequate world government, the teacher... can do much to prepare the hearts and minds of children.... At the very top of all the agencies which will assure the coming of world government must stand the school, the teacher, and the organized profession." The NEA Journal (January 1946). 

1944 President Roosevelt chose Alger Hiss as his acting director of the State Department's Office of Special Political Affairs in charge of all postwar planning -- ignoring all the FBI evidence of his Communist activities.
 

1945 Alger Hiss, who coauthored the UN charter, served as Secretary General of the United Nations organizing conference. Later, John Foster Dulles recommends that Hiss head up the multi-million dollar Carnegie Endowment for International Peace.   
1945 UNESCO, a specialized UN agency headquartered in Paris, was established "to contribute to world peace by promoting international cooperation in education, science and culture. Its first Director-General was Julian Huxley.
1946 The NEA printed "National Education in an International World" :  
"The establishment of [UNESCO] marks the culmination of a movement for the creation of an international agency of education.... Nations that become members of UNESCO accordingly assume an obligation to revise the textbooks used in their schools.... Each member nation... has a duty to see to it that nothing in its curriculum... is contrary to UNESCO's aims." 

1948 The NEA... produced a set of international guidelines called Education for International Understanding in American Schools - Suggestions and Recommendations. It included this statement: 
"The idea has become established that the preservation of international peace… may require that force be used to compel a nation to conduct its affairs within the framework of an established world system. The most modern expression… is in the United Nations Charter... Many persons believe that enduring peace cannot be achieved so long as the nation-state system continues as at present constituted. It is a system of international anarchy.”

1948 Julian Huxley (first Director-General of UNESCO) wrote in UNESCO: Its Purpose and Its Philosophy: 
"The general philosophy of UNESCO should be a scientific world humanism, global in extent and evolutionary in background... In its education program it can... familiarize all peoples with the implications of the transfer of full sovereignty from separate nations to a world organization.... Tasks for the media division of UNESCO [will be] to promote the growth of a common outlook shared by all nations and cultures... to help the emergence of a single world culture." [1] Cuddy, 25. 

1950s "Progressive educators (largely from Teachers Colleges) had obtained key positions in Colleges of Education and as school superintendents and principals around the nation from which they could appoint teachers to their liking." [1] Cuddy, page 1.

1956 "Dr. Counts (disciple of John Dewey) helped organize a small group of educators to study the problem of changing the curricula, textbooks and teaching techniques in the schools of America. The group was called the Commission on Social Studies of the American Historical Association. Its work was financed by a $340,000 grant from the Carnegie Corporation, one of the tax-exempt organizations which support the Council on Foreign Relations."

1958 "The Commission recommended that separate courses in history, economics, civics, and geography be abandoned - or, rather, all combined into one course to be called 'social studies,' with emphasis on 'social' or 'conflict of masses' ideas. ... 
"Cumulative evidence supports the conclusion, that, in the United States as in other countries, the age of individualism and laissez faire in economy and government is closing and that a new age of collectivism is emerging."
1967 NEA executive secretary Sam Lambert said: 

"NEA will become a political power second to no other special interest group... NEA will have more and more to say about how a teacher is educated, whether he should be admitted to the profession, and whether he should stay in the profession."

1970 Chester Pierce, Professor of Education and Psychiatry at Harvard, tells the Association for Childhood Education International in Denver that...
"every child in America entering school at the age of five is insane because he comes to school with certain allegiances toward our founding fathers, toward his parents, toward a belief in a supernatural being, toward the sovereignty of this nation as a separate entity... "

1976 An NEA program titled A Declaration of Interdependence: Education for a Global Community was made available to schools across the country.
1981 In his book, All Our Children Learning, Dr. Benjamin Bloom (called the father of Outcome-Based Education) said:
"the purpose of education and the schools is to change the thoughts, feelings and actions of students."

1985 The curriculum arm of the NEA, the Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development (ASCD) co-sponsored an international curriculum symposium in the Netherlands. According to Education Week, the ASCD executive director, Dr. Gordon Cawelti...

"urged representatives of other Western nations and Japan to press for the development of a 'world-core curriculum' based on knowledge that will ensure 'peaceful and cooperative existence among the human species on this planet'." This World Core Curriculum would be based on the teachings of theosophist Alice Bailey…”

She received her channeled instructions from her spirit guide, Djhwal Khul. The framework would be written by occultist UN leader Robert Muller.

1992 "Our objective will require a change in the prevailing culture--the attitudes, values, norms, and accepted ways of doing things.”   Marc Tucker, director of the National Center on Education and the Economy (NCEE -- began as an agency within the Carnegie Foundation) and the master-mind behind this partnership between schools and labor, proposed "breaking the current system, root and branch.

Psychology - the "Science" Behind NEA Brainwashing 

1879 Wilhelm Wundt established the first laboratory in experimental psychology at the University of Leipzig. His students and disciples included Dewey's mentor G. Stanley Hall, Charles Judd and James Earl Russell (1884). [1] Cuddy, page 7. 

1882 Having studied physiology, Marxism and German philosophy (including evolution) at the University of Berlin -- and having earned his PH.D. in psychology at Harvard, Dr. G. Stanley Hall  established America's first laboratory in experimental psychology. Among his first students was John Dewey. [2] Sam Blumenfeld, page 45-47.
1889 Teachers College at Columbia University was founded, but it didn't rise to its prestigious position of leadership in "progressive" education until James Earl Russell assumed the leadership. Like Dr. Stanley Hall, Russell had studied in Germany, absorbed its evolutionary philosophies. He became an fervent fan of the New Psychology soon to become "the dominating force in American pedagogy." [2] Sam Blumenfeld, page 48.

1896 John Dewey's "educational laboratory" opened at the University of Chicago. Called the Dewey School, it would pioneer experiments with behavioral psychology. [1] Cuddy, page 9. 

1921 The Psychological Corporation ("concerned with... promoting the extension of applied psychology....") was founded with "progressive educators" such as Hall, and other 'Deweyites' as Directors. [1] Cuddy, page 15.

1948 B.F. Skinner (1972 Humanist of the Year) described a society in which children are reared by the State. 

1956 In Taxonomy of Educational Objectives, The Classification of Educational Goals, Professor Bloom wrote:
"...a large part of what we call 'good teaching' is the teacher's ability to attain affective objectives through challenging the students' fixed beliefs..."
1962 An editorial in the Chicago Sun-Times states: 
"...real control over the nation's children is being shifted rapidly to the NEA. That organization has about completed the job of cartelizing public schools education under ... an organization known as the National Council for Accreditation of Teachers Education, an agency whose governing council is tightly NEA controlled. ... The manner in which the NEA is usurping parental prerogatives... is...very simple: control the education and hiring of teachers." [1] Cuddy, 35

1972 NEA president Catherine Barrett said:
 "We are the biggest potential political striking force in this country, and we are determined to control the direction of education." 
 "Those who rose highest in the public schools establishment and the NEA were those most strongly committed to secularism and statism," wrote Blumenfeld. Those two complementary philosophies fueled the vision of NEA leaders who sought a utopian world, freed from Biblical constraints and ruled by humanist politicians and taught by progressive educators. Parental rights and religious freedom would be swallowed up by the surpassing rights and rules of the greater community -- the controlled collective. [2]Sam Blumenfeld, 31

1988 The ASCD (the curriculum arm of the NEA) published "Tactics for Thinking," a framework for teaching a new way of thinking which was developed at the Mid-continent Regional Educational Laboratory

1992 Marc Tucker, director of the National Center on Education and the Economy (NCEE -- began as an agency within the Carnegie Foundation) and the master-mind behind this partnership between schools and labor, proposed "breaking the current system, root and branch." He said, "Our objective will require a change in the prevailing culture--the attitudes, values, norms, and accepted ways of doing things. 
End Notes:  Some of the quotation references are included.  All references can easily be obtained from Berit Kjos's complete chronologies listed below, available on our web page.  There you will also find her current articles on Common Core.  See also the bullet point references below.   
[1.] Dennis Laurence Cuddy, Ph.D., Chronology of Education with Quotable Quotes (Highland City, FL: Pro Family Forum, Inc., 1993). The quotes in the chronology are listed by dates and can be found in the same chronological order in Dr. Cuddy's book.  

[2.] Samuel L. Blumenfeld, NEA: Trojan Horse in American Education (Phoenix, AZ: The Paradigm Company, 1985). 

· Brave New Schools – Berit Kjos (available from Big Sky Worldview Forum)
· Chronology of the NEA - The Socialist Vision and Global Connections of the NEA 

· A Chronology of the UN The Revolutionary Steps to Global Tyranny (Available at bigskyworldview.org)

· See also Chronology of Education With Quotable Quotes Dennis Laurence Cuddy, Ph.D., former Senior Associate in the U.S. Department of Education 
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