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In Last-Minute Move, Southern Baptist Convention Supports
Anti-Christian Racial Identity Politics

The Southern Baptist Convention is being infiltrated by an ideology that is
antithetical to the Christian religion, right under the noses of SBC members.
By Matthew Garnett JUNE 18, 2019 The Federalist

The largest Protestant denomination in North America, the Southern Baptist
Convention (SBC), officially adopted “critical race theory” and “intersectionality”
as “analytical tools” to be used in fostering racial reconciliation in the church.
These key drivers of identity politics, however, are more likely to produce racial
discord and strike at Christianity itself.
Before we get to why, let’s look at how it happened. The convention adopted
“Resolution Nine—On Critical Race Theory and Intersectionality” during
its annual meeting last week. The resolution instructs Southern Baptists that while
these “tools of analysis” can be employed, it must be done in subordination to the
Bible.
The Committee on Resolutions, chaired by Dr. Curtis Woods of Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary, took just more than an hour directly before the meeting’s
scheduled dinner break to pass some 13 resolutions, including resolution nine.
The committee spent the first 45 minutes on resolutions one through eight. Then
the meeting’s chair and SBC president, Pastor J.D. Greear, called for a motion to
pass resolutions nine through 13 as a package.
Because the meeting follows strict parliamentary rules, the chair’s suggestion
could only be done without objection. Only resolutions 11 and 13 were left as a
package; Nine was the first to be ferreted out for debate as a stand-alone
resolution. By the time this was done, the time allotted for the Committee on
Resolutions had expired. Greear then extended the debate time.
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Angela Um presented resolution nine. As she approached the microphone, she
said, “Oh boy…here we go,” before making the motion to adopt the resolution.
She then directed the messengers to read the resolution in a pre-printed handout
and moved that the resolution be adopted.
During debate, Pastor Tom Ascol offered a friendly amendment that stated that
critical race theory and intersectionality are incompatible and indeed antithetical
to Christianity. The amendment was rejected as “friendly” by Woods and
defeated soundly when put to a vote on the floor. As he rejected the motion,
Woods stated, “critical race theory and intersectionality are simply analytical
tools…they are to be used as a tool, not as a worldview.”

Critical Race Theory Is Flat-Out Anti-Christian
But that’s simply not true. Critical race theory is essentially literary
deconstruction applied to culture, politics, and economics. According to Jacques
Derrida, the father of deconstructionism, it is impossible for people to
understand one another. They can only come up with their own interpretations
of what others say. Thus, Derrida encouraged his students to identify in any work
of literature a “binary.” That is, a pair of characters or groups of characters that
often are at odds.
Next, the reader is taught to identify the “privileged” individual or group and the
“marginalized” individual or group in the story. Then, the reader “subverts” the
binaries and assigns more virtue to the “marginalized,” then re-reads the story
from that angle. Finally, the reader attempts to understand the story where the
binaries are so subverted as to lose all meaning.
The most obvious example of this applied to politics and culture currently is
critical feminist theory. The transsexual movement is the perfect example of the
final step in the deconstruction of the terms “male” and “female.” Here these
terms only mean what any given individual wants them to mean. They have
absolutely no objective meaning.
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If traditional Christianity is anything, however, it is utterly dependent on
objective truth claims. It cannot survive if truth becomes merely based on one’s
lived experience, or relativism. For critical theorists, the notion of truth doesn’t
exist. What is true is what subverts.
If a certain way of looking at the world disrupts the status quo, then that
viewpoint is true for the critical theorist. Despite that, we have the SBC, normally
known for its strict adherence to the objective truth claims of the Bible,
endorsing this approach as legitimate.

Southern Baptist Leaders Respond Strongly
In his latest edition of “The Briefing,” the influential Dr. Albert Mohler, president
of Southern Theological Seminary, said of the resolution:
Ideas, as we know, do have consequences…the main consequence of Critical Race
Theory is Identity Politics. And Identity Politics can only rightly be described as
antithetical to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We have to see Identity Politics…as
nothing less that devastating to the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ.”
According to Pastor Tom Buck (who spoke against the resolution during debate),
Mohler was breaking what Southern Baptists refer to as the 11th Commandment.
It goes something like, “Thou shalt not publicly criticize a fellow Southern Baptist
brother in good standing with the convention.” According to Buck, for Mohler to
openly criticize one of his own faculty members should cause all members of the
SBC to sit up and take notice.
Buck also opined that the whole proceeding was “very weird” for a normal
meeting of the SBC. He had never before seen controversial resolutions lumped
together like this at the eleventh hour of a committee report. Buck says that it
was, at the very least, a gross mismanagement of the meeting’s time.
Resolution nine, as it was presented to the meeting, was a heavily edited version
of a resolution originally presented to the committee by Pastor Stephen Feinstein
of Sovereign Way Christian Church. His original resolution included provisions
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echoing Ascol’s “friendly” amendment. In the original resolution, the language
condemns critical race theory and intersectionality in no uncertain terms:
critical race theory and intersectionality are founded upon unbiblical
presuppositions descended from Marxist theories and categories, and therefore are
inherently opposed to the Scriptures as the true center of Christian union…both
critical race theory and intersectionality as ideologies have infiltrated some
Southern Baptist churches and institutions—institutions funded by the Cooperative
Program…critical race theory upholds postmodern relativistic understandings of
truth and…divides humanity into groups of oppressors and oppressed, and is used
to encourage biblical, transcendental truth claims to be considered suspect when
communicated from groups labeled as oppressors.
Clearly, all such condemnatory language was struck, and the “analytical tools”
were held up and codified as “useful” by the committee so long as they were
subordinate to the Bible. Put simply, Feinstein’s original resolution—
condemning these philosophies—was transformed by the committee to endorse
them. Note that Feinstein is, like Mohler, breaking the SBC’s “11th
Commandment.”

What On Earth Is Going on with These Southern Baptists?
Given all of this, there are several possibilities. First, the majority of the meeting
might simply be ignorant of the implications of the philosophies grounding
critical race theory and intersectionality. Secondly, it could be that while the
messengers are ignorant, they are being taken advantage of by a small (but
vocal) minority in the convention. Third, the SBC, like so many denominations in
North America, could be simply succumbing to the cultural zeitgeist.
In my opinion, Southern Baptists should focus on this second possible
explanation. As I’ve maintained in previous articles on this subject, an essential
strategy of critical theory is deception. It is the proverb of the “frog in the kettle”
applied practically to affect change.
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Let me hasten to add that there is no way a person can know with certitude that
such a deception is happening in the SBC. However, all Southern Baptists should
at least be aware that this is a stratagem of the philosophy of critical theory.
Essentially, you woo the masses with a message of “compassion for the
oppressed” all while using “the oppressed” to forward your political agenda. As
Mohler put it, “embedded in both of those analytical tools (critical theory and
intersectionality) is a praxis, that is a political extension.”
This was thematic of the Black Liberation theologian James Cone. “By all means
necessary” is the thesis of Liberation Theology, later to be defined as “critical
theory.” Cone and his followers not only endorsed deception in order to achieve
their political goals, but violence as well. Do not bother convincing your
opponents, simply deceive them.
Resolution nine smacks of the kind of deceit founded in Cone’s version of
Liberation Theology. Stripped of any language that clearly condemns critical
theory, the motion, while appearing to subordinate this philosophy to the Bible,
in fact, codifies it as a legitimate means by which race relations should be
addressed among members of the SBC.
Pastor Buck put it well in my interview with him following the SBC meeting:
We’re already employing the concepts of Critical Race Theory and
Intersectionality…people are not aware of it…and now we voted in a resolution that
says it’s okay. I think they [members of the SBC] need to wake up. I think they need
to educate themselves on what critical race theory and intersectionality is…they
need to realize that the messengers voted for something that we likely don’t
understand and we need to understand the gravity of it.
The Southern Baptist Convention is being infiltrated by an ideology that is
antithetical to the Christian religion. Sadly, that infiltration is happening right
under the noses of SBC members. If they care about their part of the church and
want it to continue, Southern Baptists need to investigate these matters for
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themselves, understand the implications, then work to mount an informed
opposition to this activism in their church body.
Matthew Garnett is the husband of Jennifer, the father of two children, a member of
Redeemer Luthera
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